Dear Brothers, October 30, 2005 


In line with our role as members of Jesus’ “slave” (Matthew 24:45) I wish to contribute the 
following private study notes on Zephaniah 3:8-11. These propose the view that the 
refinements we experienced in 1919 may be repeated on a larger scale in the near future. I 
appreciate how busy you are, so please do not feel that you must reply. I hope some of my 
observations may be of use to the congregation, but if not I am happy to continue accepting 
our present understanding on these verses. May I take this opportunity to thank you for your 
work in building up the congregation and send you my warm Christian greetings. 


Brother Paul Stoneham Roblyn House, Canterbury Terrace, Matlock, Derbyshire UK, DE4 4DY 


Zephaniah 3:9 states: "I shall give to peoples the change to a pure language, in order for them all to call upon 
the name of Jehovah, in order to serve him shoulder to shoulder." 


*** WHEN DOES THIS "CHANGE TO A PURE LANGUAGE" OCCUR? *** 


Certainly Jehovah's people are being taught to live and work together "shoulder to shoulder". The holy spirit also 
enables us to "combine spiritual [matters] with spiritual (words]." (1 Corinthians 2:13) But has Jehovah's promise 
to give us a "change to a pure language” been fulfilled in the context of Zephaniah 3:8 ? 


The preceding verse seem to indicate when the "change to a pure language" occurs: “'Therefore keep yourselves in 
expectation of me,' is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘till THE DAY OF MY RISING UP TO [THE] BOOTY, for my judicial 
decision is to gather nations, for me to collect together kingdoms, in order to pour out upon them my denunciation, 
all my burning anger; for by the fire of my zeal all the earth will be devoured.'" - Zephaniah 3:8 


While scriptures appear to show that the "change to a pure language" occurs when Jehovah "pours[s] out upon them 
[mations and kingdoms] his denunciation". 


**%* WHEN DOES JEHOVAH "RIS[E] UP TO [THE] BOOTY"? *** 


The Watchtower March 1, 1996 page 13 paragraph 2 supports the idea that Jehovah's "rising up" is future: "Today 
Jehovah's judicial decision is to gather the nations for destruction on a far wider scale than in Zephaniah‘’s day. 
(Zephaniah 3:8) Those nations that claim to be Christian are particularly reprehensible in God’s sight. 


[The NWT contains a footnote to the expression "to the booty" --- Heb., le'adh'; LXXSy and by a different vowel 
pointing, "to a witness (testimony)"; Lat., in fu-tu'rum, "IN THE FUTURE". ] 


If the "rising up" is future, when does the "change to a pure language" occur? Zephaniah 3:9 begins "FOR THEN [when 
Jehovah rises up?] I shall give to peoples the change to a pure language..." 


The following verses of Zephaniah chapter 3 seem to provide additional evidence that the "change to a pure 
language" is yet to occur. Verse 11 indicates that Jehovah's "denunciation" will not only be poured upon 
Christendom's nations but_also upon his people due to the haughtiness of certain ones within: "IN THAT DAY [the day 
that Jehovah rises up?] you [Jehovah's people?) will not be ashamed because of all your dealings with which you 
transgressed against me, for THEN [future?] I shall remove from the midst of you your haughtily exultant ones." 
(Zephaniah 3:11) This prophesy does not appear to have yet been fulfilled to it’s greatest extent since there are 
still "haughtily exultant ones" in our midst. [See the forthcoming Watchtower study article "Beware of Developing a 
Haughty Heart" - October 15, 2005]. 


While it is true that Jehovah's people experience a unity of belief that is not seen among Christendom's chruches, 
the "change to a pure language" seems to involves more that simply believing the same scriptural truths. 


*%* WHAT DOES THE "PURE LANGUAGE" INVOLVE? *** 


The expression “pure language" literally means “a clean lip" - See NWT footnote. The change to a pure language thus 
involves Jehovah's people being refined and made holy. While it is true that Jehovah's people were refined in 1919 
the scriptures seem to indicate that this will be fulfilled on a grander scale in the future. 


While faithful servants of Jehovah desire to maintain physical, moral and spiritual cleanness, there are undeniably 
ones in our "midst" who are not only “haughtily exultant" but also unclean - both in their actions [immorality] and 
also in their words [apostates] 


Isaiah 35:8,9 reads: “And there will certainly come to be a highway there, even a way; and the Way of Holiness it 
will be called. THE UNCLEAN ONE WILL NOT PASS OVER IT. And it will be for the one walking on the way, and NO 
FOOLISH ONES WILL WANDER ABOUT [ON IT]. No lion will prove to be there, and the rapacious sort of wild beasts will 
not come up on it. NONE WILL BE FOUND THERE; and the repurchased ones must walk [there]." 


These words prophesy a time when Jehovah's people will no longer need to be careful about threats from within. 
While we apply these words to the spiritual restoration of Jehovah's people in 1919, these verses may also have a 
greater, future fulfillment. 


At such a time [in the future?], it will be evident to the fullest extent possible that Jehovah will have given his 
people a change to a pure language. Thus, Isaiah's words would seem to find a larger fulfillment: "They will not do 
ANY harm or cause ANY ruin in all my holy mountain; because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge 
of Jehovah as the waters are covering the very sea." -Isaiah 11:9 


